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Abstract of JP11239363 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To extract a deteriorated color 
part in characters with high luminance and to suppress 
extraction of an area with a low contrast with respect to 
its surrounding areas in the case of extracting a character 
area from an iinage. SOLUTION: A plural frames averaging 
section 2 receives a plurality of color images and obtains a 
mean value of each of RGB components of pixels 
corresponding to each other between images to generate 
a mean color image, A similar luminance value area 
generating section 3 sets a plurality of adjacent pixels as a 
connection area whose luminance values are similar in the 
means value color image. A similar saturation value area 
generating section 4 sets a plurality of adjacent pixels as a 
connection ai'ea whose saturation values are similar in the 
connection area in which the luminance is also similar, A 
similar hue value area generating section 5 sets a plurality 
of adjacent pixels as a connection area whose hue values 
are similar in the connection area in which the luminance 
and the saturation area similar. A background area 
elimination section 5 eliminates a connection area not 
satisfying a character area characteristic with respect to 
the connection area where the luminance value, the 
saturation value and the hue value are similar to obtain a 
character area. 
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